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ARTICLE  BY  OSHI"\,  HIROSHI,  LT.-GEN.  ,  FORIER 
A'B.VS'ADOR  TO  GERMANY.  APPEARING  IN  27  OCTOBER 
1940  ED ITT Off  OF  YOi’Ilffil  - 

Aclfcljca^  the  Alliance. 

Shun  Diplomatic  Passivity. 

One  cannot  fail  to  be  deeply  stirred  by  the  fact  tha' 
n  three-power  alliance  with  Germany  and  Italy  has  been  concluder 
an  Imperial  Rescript  hr.s  b-er.  issued  on  the  subject,  and  the  ro 
which  lies  ahead  of  Japan's  mil  .Aovi  lias  been  made  clear. 

In  the  course  of  the  world's  history  many  alliances 
before  this  have  been  mode,  by  which  countries  have  thrown  in 
their  lot  together,  each  with  tho  object  of  looking  after  its 
own  interests;  but  this  Throe-Power  Alliance  is  completely  dif¬ 
ferent  in  soirit,  and  concluded  on  quite  different  principles. 

As  the  preamble  to  the  treaty  reveals,  this  alliance  has  as  its 
object  tho  founding  of  a  new  order  in  East  Asia  and  in  Europe, 
and,  by  oxtonsion,  the  establishing  of  lasting  peace  in  the 
world,  and  primarily  crises  from  the  conception  of  justice. 

The  Treaty  does  provide  for  mutual  military  supoort;  but  this 
is  not  ?n  object  in  itself,  and  is  only  an  unavoidable  measure 
to  be  taken  should  some  third  power  launch  an  attack  on  us  with 
the  intention  of  des true ting  the  founding  of  the  new  order. 

How  did  such  an  alliance,  the  like  of  which  has  neve- 
been  seen  before,  come  about?  It  is  not  necessary  to  stage  ega 
here  that  as  far  as  Janan  is  concerned,  it  arises  from  that  idee 
of  "HAKKO  TCKIU",  which  has  animated  us  since  our  country's 
foundation,  and  of  which  tho  lofty  and  noble  soirit  is  now  bein' 
manifested  in  the  China  incident.  knd  in  the  case  of  Germany 
and  Italy  too,  Hitler's  statement  in  his  New  Year's  Day  speech 
this  year  to  the  effect  that  the  object  of  the  war  is  to 
liberate  all  Europe  from  British  opnrossion  .and  to  found  a  new 
EurODO  shows  that  the  tread  of  thought  in  those  countries  is 
the  same  as  in  ours. 

But  lot  us  consider  what  will  bo  the  effect  of  tho 
Treat''1  on  the  establishment  of  a  new  order  in  East  .Asia.  Our 
country's  stabilising  influanca  in  East  Asia  has  since  the  ?IeiJ 
Era  been  exerted  at  chu  cost  of  enormous  sacrifices  for  the 
crasarvnticn  of  peace  and  the  upholding  of  justice,  and  has  in¬ 
deed  achieved  a  noble  record;  but  we  have  hitherto  shouldered 
this  difficult  task  alone.  In  recent  times,  however,  a  remark- 
abla  change  has  taken  place  in  world  conditions;  the  inter¬ 
dependency  of  nations  has  increased,  and  the  whole  world  is  nuct 
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Activate  the  Alliance. 

•Shun  Diplomatic  Passivity. 

One  cannot  fail  to  be  deeply  stirred  by  the  fact  tha* 
»  thres-oowcfilli^co  with  Gcrmrry  and  Italy  has  been  conjo¬ 
in  Imperial  Rescript  hss  b.en  issued  or.  tha  subject,  and  the  r 
which  lies  nhaad  of  Japan's  mil  .ic;.3  las  baen  made  clear. 

In  the  course  of  the  world's  history  many  slUances 
h(sfnri  tv^s  be">n  made,  by  which  countries  have  thrown  in 

their°lot~tcg3tiLrt  each  with  the  object  of  looking  after  its 
own  interests?  but  this  Thrno-Powor  Mlianco  is  complete!.}  d if 
^erent  inspirit,  and  concluded  on  quite  different  principles, 
is  the  preamble  to  the  treaty  reveals,  this  alliance  has  as  its 
object  the  founding  of  a  new  order  in  East  Asia  and  in  Europe, 
andl  by  oxtsnsion, "the  establishing  of  iesting  peace  in  th 
world/  ->nd  primarily  crises  fren  tho  conception  of  . 

The  Treatv  does  provide  for  mutual  military  support}  but  this 
Is  nScn  object1  in  itself,  and  is  only  an  unavoidablemensure 
to  be  taken  should  some  third  power  ^nch  an  attack  U 

the  intention  of  destructing  the  founding  of  the  n^w  ord^r. 

How  did  such  an  alliance,  the  like  of  neve- 

been  seen  before,  come  about?  It  is  not  necessary  to  stage  aga 
here  that  as  far  rs  Japan  is  concerned,  it  arises  from  that  idc. 
of  "H\KK0  TCKIU!! ,  which  has  animated  us  since  hnin 

foundation,  and  of  which  tho  lofty  and  noblo  < of  oSSJnw 
mnnlfested  In  the  China  incident.  ,'n£  Dav  sD’ech 

nnd  It^lv  too.  Hitler's  statement  in  his  .Jew  Yc,a_  s  v ~y  sp-ecn 
thisvear  to  the  effect  that  the  object  of  the  war  is  to 
liberate  all  Europe  fron  British  oppression  and  to  found  a  new 
Europe  shows  that" the  trend  of  thought  in  those  countries  is 

the  same  as  in  ours. 

But  let  us  consider  what  will  bo  the  effect  of  the 
^reatrr  on  the  establishment  of  a  new  order  in  Aast  Asir..  ()ur 
country°s  stabilising  influence  in  East  Asia  has  since  the  Meij 
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more  intimately  bound  togothor  for  common  good  or  ill.  Hence 
events  in  one  part  of  tho  world  exercise  ?  multitude  of  affect." 
on  the  other  regions,  and  what  happens  in  Europe  causes  an 
immediate  reaction  in  *.sta.  In  Japan,  there  has  long  been  a 
tendency  to  regard  the  settlement  of  the  China  Incident  and 
the  European  war  as  separata  and  distinct  matters;  but  they 
are  not  two  problems  and  ought  to  be  considered  ns  a  unity. 

This  being  the  case.  I  think  that  one  must  feel  that  the  new 
alliance  will  facilitate  cur  plans  to  settle  the  China  Incident 
and  set  up  a  new  order  in  East  \sia,  and  that  the  sane  thing 
may  be  said  with  regard  to  the  plans  of  Gar.nany  and  Italy  in 
Europe.  ”'e  rust,  however,  beware  of  the  emergence  of  a  feeling 
that  everything  can  be  loft  to  the  other  party. 

Indeed,  from  one  point  of  view,  as  this  treaty  calls 
for  our  cooperation  in  establishing  the  new  order  of  Germany 
and  Italy  in  Europe,  an  additional  responsibility  is  imposed 
upon  us,  and  we  have  to  rake  up  our  minds  to  this.  Furthermore 
and  in  particular,  as  there  .are  nations  in  the  world  desirous 
of  maintaining  the  old  system,  there  will  be  cases  where 
obstruction  is  offered  to  tho  attainment  of  the  common  aims 
of  the  three-powers.  v,e  must  not  count  upon  this  not  happen¬ 
ing,  but  rather  uaon  having  to  expact  it,  and  the  nation,  with 
unswerving  resolution,  must  make  careful  preparations  for  thi3. 
Unfortunately  in  recent  years  there  has  been  .a  tendency  for  al1 
sorts  of  conflicting  opinions  to  arise  within  the  country  and 
for  useless  and  indeed  harmful  friction  and  disputes  to  develop 
If  this  sort  of  thing  continues  in  the  future,  we  shall  cer¬ 
tainly  not  be  able  to  accomplish  our  "'ission  in  the  world;  in¬ 
deed  we  should  realize  that  the  result  night  unexpectedly 
imperil  the  future  of  the  Empire.  If  in  the  past  there  may 
have  been  a  lack  of  clarity  ori  some  points,  nov/,  with  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  this  new  alliance,  the  great  objective  for  which  we 
must  strive,  the  unexamnlod  tnsk  of  founding  a  new  '-orld  order 
stands  illuminated,  as  w hen  a  shaft  of  sunlight  pierces  a  bank 
of  cloud.  Our  people  must  not  indulge  in  vain  bickerings  but 
stand  foursquare,  ready  to  burst  through  any  barrier  to  the 
achievement  of  our  .aims.  <rhen  a  great  work  is  undertaken,  cer¬ 
tain  attendant  risks  are  to  bo  expected.  This  year  is  the 
2600th  year  of  the  Imperial  Dynasty.  If  wo  cast  our  minds  back' 
to  the  founding  of  the  country  in  the  distant  days  of  the 
Emperor  Jummu,  or  if  we  consider  the  two  wars  with  China  and 
Russia  in  more  recent  times,  v/e  r>alize  that  the  Yamato  race 
has  never  flinched  from  danger,  but  has  gone  steadily  forward, 
staking  its  destiny  on  spreading  the  benefits  of  the  Imperial 
Way.  But  never  have  resolute  determination  and  firm  courage 
boon  so  necessary  if  our  nation  is  to  fulfill  its  mission  as 
they  ere  today. 
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Here  I  diverge  a  little  from  the  tonic,  but  a  common 
cause  of  disputation  in  our  country  has  been  the  practice  of 
summing  up  a  diplomatic  trend,  with  a  catchword,  such  ns  In¬ 
dependent  Diplomacy',  "Axis  Diplomacy",  "Cosmopolitan  Diplo¬ 
macy".  Catchwords  may  be  all  very  well  for  the  ordinary  affair 
of  daily  life,  but  to  use  such  simple  phrases  to  label  such 
significant  matters  as  a  nation's  diplomatic  tendencies  is 
impossible.  Such  glib  labels  often  fail  to  hit  off  the  truth, 
and  give  rise  to  the  danger  of  misconceptions.  And  furthermore 
if  such  catchwords  are  used  designedly  to  cloak  one's  true 
intentions,  the  harm  they  do  is  still  greater. 

To  return  to  the  main  argument,  if  there  are  some  who 
consider  the  conclusion  of  the  three-power  alliance  imposes  an 
''ddit^oml  strain  on  Japancso-Anorican  relations,  I  think  this 
opinion  mistaken.  Our  mission  to  set  up  a  new  order  in  Grater 
East  Asia  and  cur  determination  to  establish  a  relationship  wi 
the  "Southern  countries"  conducive  to  mutual  harmony  and  pros¬ 
perity,  are  already  natters  of  long  standing,  and  it  cannot  bo 
supposed  that  the  new  alliance  has  given  rise  to  them.  Of 
course  in  some  circles  in  America  there  are  likely  to  bo  those 
who  view  the  new  treaty  as  a  warlike  challenge  directed  agains1 
America.  But  such  feelings  will  certainly  not  arise  in  the 
rinds  of  those  who  read  the  treaty  with  any  composure.  Fur the. 
more,  I  suppose  nobody  knows  better  than  America  herself  that 
Japan  neither  plans  to  attack  America,  nor  is  she  prepared  to 
do  so.  One  cannot  therefore  avoid  the  conclusion  that  those 
who  maintain  this  opinion  either  dislike  the  idea  of  a  now 
order  being  established  invest  Asia,  or  have  designs  upon  Eas'. 
Asia  themselves.  And  I  feel  wa  should  have  to  face  opposition 
from  these  people  whether  the  treaty  existed  or  not.  Indeed, 
should  the  feeling  arise  in  America  that  she  should  obstruct 
our  establishment  of  a  new  order  in  East  Asia  by  force  of  arms, 
this  alliance  is  more  likely  to  have  the  effect  of  nipping  sue* 
a  senseless  idea  in  the  Dud. 

Ever  since  the  outbreak  of  the  China  Incident,  there  h 
boen  much  to  which  exception  could  be  taken  in  the  attitude  of 
America  towards  this  country.  But  being  wholly  ^nten  on  sett, 
ing  the  China  Incident,  we  have  put  up  with  this,  and  waited  f- 
America  to  think  better  of  it.  It  may  well  be  though  that  the 
conclusion  of  this  alliance  gives  America  an  opportunity  to  re 
vise  her  attitude.  America  is  not  the  world's  arbitrator.  If 
on  the  American  continent,  with  its  vast  territories  and  rich 
resources,  she  will  work  to  establish  a  new  order,  and  work  to¬ 
gether  with  the  East  and  with  Europe  towards  a  common  and 
harmonious  prosperity,  she  will  indeed  make  a  great  contribute 
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to  world  peace  and  to  tha  hnppinoss  of  mankind. 

Tha  treaty  is  now  in  writing.  But  its  concrete  realize ti 

is  work  for  too  future,  Tho  present  state  of  tho  world  being  who 

it  is,  tho  treaty  must  ba  activated  with  nil  spaed.  Ind  tha  firs 
essential  step  to  this  is  to  complete  our  nr a pa rations  for  action 
rapidly.  Now  what  concrete  steps  should  wo  taka  with  regard  to  ^ 
our  position  of  leadership  in  Greater  Beat  Asia  under  tha  treaty. 
Wo  must  establish  a  relationship  of  nutual  harmony  and  prosperity 
with  tha  N.E.I.,  Trench  Tndc-Ch'r.n,  India,  tha  South  Sea  Islands, 
ate.;  wo  crust  then  settle  the  relation jnip  of  this  aroa  with  the 
now  order  in  Europe;  these  are  ino  noir.ts  on  which  consultation 
with  Germany  and  Italy  is  necessary,  Trop.  tha  r.ilitary  point  5n 

view  too;  coooera  tior.  is  necessary  between  tha  nations  of  the  rs 

and  the  **ost.‘  v?o  rust  perfect  a  'lrn  which  will  leave  no  gaps  lr 
tha  bonds  of  mutual  cooperation  between  the  three  countries;  and 
in  tha  diploma tie  field  too,  tha  tbraa  cour.trias  rust  march  aho'c 
in  oerfect  concord  to  protect  our  common  interests  against  any 
outside  country.  Fur thar-'ore,  as  the  nolicy  of  Germany  and  Italy 
for  nrosacv.ting  the  war  in  Eureno  is  so  closely  bound  up  with  th 
establishment  of  a  new  ordoi  in  East  Asia,  discussions  will  ba 
necessary  in  this  connection  also.  This  being  tho  caso,  there  .s 
a  tremendous  amount  of  nrelinin-'ry  work  to  be  done  with  regard  tc 
a  relationship  with  Germany  and  Italy,  and  within  our  own  countr; 
itself. 

Of  all  things  tha  one  vest  to  be  avoided  is  passivity, 
allowing  the  other  party  mok '  the  f.'rsl  rove.  Particularly  in 
war  and  diplomacy  is  this  ••rchl.bitlcn  absolutely  imperative.  Car 
ful  preparations  rust  be  made  before  the  evert;  the  world  situs U 
rust  bo  constantly  watcher.,  enra  tua  ;  l.e  j.'Vu  to  let  slip  no 
opaortunities;  situations  ratst  V-  mnd.'icu  eviidily  and  decisively 
I  believe  that  these  n  st  "i  :  :'i  vvio  lpi*u  of  our  diplomatic 
Dolicy  from  now  on,  nrd  t  r  1  wi  t.  tale  in  mind  tho  people  must 
stand  solidly  behind  the  g.verr;er.t. 

The  country5  a  c. alreary  >  .  n  clearly  laid  down, 

so  anxiety  about  tee  rather  is  u.rii  ■  •  <  -feu-  cu :  if  by  any  chance 
faith  in  this  alliance  should  vr,\e r.  or  If  t  should  be  mismanage 
and  the  treaty  become  o  d  1  ;Uer.  ’  h:n  not  only  will  the 
dignity  of  the  Srpira  be  t.Tp'.ir.."  ..  b-”  a  l  :>o  tne  task  of  seating  v 
a  new  order  will  be  race  more  a  Iff  iou.\t. 


»  v-v  .  *  * 
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AFFIDAVIT 


I,  Yusai  TAKuHASHI,  certify  that  from  1933  until  December  1945  I  was 
oditor-in-ohiof  of  tho  •Ycmiuri  Shinbun*  end  that  I  recognize  the  attached 
International  Prosecution  Section  document  number  587A  as  an  article 
written  under  the  name  of  Hiroshi  GSHBiA  appearing  in  tho  Ycmiuri  Shinbun 
of  October  27,  1940. 

I  further  certify  that  the  above  mentioned  articlo  was  published  under 
tho  name  of  Hiroshi  05HIU/.  with  his  consont. 

/  s/  Yusai  Tqkohashi _ 

Yusai  IAKuKmSHI 

/s/  Hiram  E.  Non bill  Fitness 

Hiram  E,  NevMll 
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Sworn  bofore  me  this  3th  day  of  November  1946  at  Tokyo,  Japan. 


ERIC  71.  FLEISHER 
2d  Lt,  AUS,  MI 
Invostigator,  IPS 
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